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"THR SCHENCK HOUSE" 2u- Bhox,

Brooklyn, Kinge County, New York te =

Owner or Custodian

Building demeoliehed. Parts now in the Brooklyn Museum of
Pine Arts, |

Date of Erection

About the year 1670.

Architect

Unknown.

Builder

Hoeloff Martense Schenck.

Present Condition

Restored in part in the Brooklyn Museum of Fine Arts.
The present drawings from measuremsnis made by the Distriet
Officer before demolition.

Number of Storiee

One and one half.

Materials of Construction

Stone founiation, wood floors, wood interior and exterior walls,
shingle roof and eiding. House remodeled in 1760, but no recorde
are available.

Other Existing Records

Yons.

Additionzl Data

Early History.
This house which was originally located in Canareie Park, nsar the
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(Conttd. } Jameica Bay, eursly is of thoroughly early Dutch type.
This style is ssid %o be perhaps one of the most indigenous
_ of all American domestic architectural dewvelopments. The
Schenck house was probably erected about ten years subsequent
to the wiilding of the Wyckoff House (H.A,.B.S. Survey No., NY4-28
5902 Canarsie Lene, Brooklyn). It is fairly certain that the
materials uéed in building the Wyeckoff Houss were imported from
Holland.

For years this Schanck house presented a study ¢f intereet
even iz its ruined condition through its plain yet graceful form
of outlipe. The sloped gembrel roof, the fors and aft overhang,
the sturdy construction, the wids hand split shingle siding, the
out8ide masonry fireplace backs, the sash arrangement and the main
doors are well worth careful study. One wonlsrs why the two main
windows north of the main front door are larger and more elaborats
than the two eouth.

The addition originally at the sast end of the main partion was
lost long bvefore 1930. Itz form anmd detail were evident on the main
portion left standing, and from footinge anmd 0l1d prints. This lsad
the Distriet Officer to permit the drawing of this old addition on
the north and south elevatione with pertinent notes.

The plan is simple amd direct with center hall. The interior
exhibited many bare structural members as well as some very fine

interior trim. Much of the latter was probably added during sltera-
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tions about 1760, Atfention is called to the stairs, the
hall closet and especially to the Dutch bed alecove in
Bedroom No. 1, This is unique and rather rare.

The house was unoccupied for a long time gradually sinking
into total ruin., In 1930 it was measured by this Distriet
Officer for the Brooklyn Museum and later was demolished.

Partes are now reconstmeted in reverse plan in the Brooklyn
Museum of Arts and Sciences. Certainly the remilits of the
H.A.B.S. Survey and the restorations in the Museum will permit
this fine old bit of evidence left by the sturdy Duteh settlers

of this distriet to be very definite.
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